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average criteria, Sound called for a high degree of flexibility combined
with the best possible fidelity, criteria at opposite ends of the device
spectrum and not readily available on the market, Therefore Todd
devised a processing platform that was capable of achieving high
levels of control and excellent sonics. And as the processing unit is
specifically catered to Sound's enviranment and is still undergoing ex-
periment, the exact components are being kept under wraps for now.
The decision to appoint Steve Lieberman as Lighting Designer stems
from the same reasoning as Sound Investment, Steve and his com-
pany SJ Lighting have been working with Muse Lifestyle Group since
its inception. Steve commented: “Muse brought its concept to us at
the very beginning stages of the project. They wanted to create a
more visually immersive environment that would engage the customer
no matter where you are situated in the room.”

Steve and his lighting design team were instructed to create a 3D
environment, mapping the club to bring the venue to life. As is usual
certain aspects were dictated by the interior designers - iCrave on
this occasion - in terms of themes, concepts, and the overall feeling
of the space. It was then up to Steve to incorporate those details into
his lighting design. Steve continued: “We are big believers in balance.
All things in balance - lighting, video, effects, interior design finishes
- everything ties together.”

For the main lighting rig over the dancefloar, Steve converted a num-
ber of what were deemed as ‘negative spaces’ into more attractive
areas through the use of light. All the typical types of fixlures were
considered, moving heads, strobes, LED and effect lighting, how-
ever, Steve selected the Elation Platinum Spot 6R Pro as his primary
intelligent lighting product. The moving head is equipped with a CMY
colour mixing system and has a variable zoom, which allowed ample
lighting coverage over the dancefloor area. In order to avoid intrusion
of the overall interior design and atmosphere, unistrut - a discreet

and flexible metal framing structure - was used to mount the fixtures

in the desired areas of the club.

Alongside the Platinum Spot 8R Pro moving heads, Steve specified
Elation Opti Quad Par RGBW LED fixtures. They have built in strobe
and dimming effects, which adds another dimension to the light
shows at the club night after night. These also ‘float' on the ceiling to
create a more seamless integrated effect. Martin Professional Atomic
3000 strobes further enhance the effects inventory, while Acclaim
Pixel Sticks accentuate various details of the venue,

To help create the immersive 3D environment Steve chose products
from High End Systems (HES) and Benq. The DLV digital lights from
HES have an in-built media server with their own content library but
they operate just as simply as a regular moving head fixture. Qriginal
content can also be loaded onto the DLVs, allowing the visual outputs
to change as and when the club requires,

Steve said: "The [Benq] video projectors were a critical element

for the space. We chose an ultra short throw projector in order to
minimise the amount of light that needed to be thrown from the lens
to the surface. This was critical in order to maintain control of the
light levels in the club. We are able to get very wide images from an
extremely short throw distance.”

The lighting fixtures are controlled via a MA Lighting MA onPC
command wing and a Window-based LED lighting control software
package from Madrix.

V Squared Labs took on the role of 3D mapping system developer
and content creator, Vello Virkhaus developed a customised visual
system to meet the complex needs of the venue. Vello said: “We
proposed some initial storyboard ideas based on interior reference,
and developed a base art direction style for the visual work, We
reviewed the style boards and crafted content and system develop-
ment accordingly, Our main brief was to make something amazing,
starting from what we had done in Amon Tobin’s cutting edge ISAM
live show, and then adapt it to the nightclub environment.”

Vello used VJ tools Derivative Touch Designer, Adobe After Effects,
SketchUp and Rhine 3D to create the system, "Touch Designer is

an ideal development product for this type of installation in that it is
extremely powerful and flexible. We were able to adapt our existing
3D mapping and VJ performance tool EPIC into a new 3D layout,
without significant re-programming of core functionality. It also al-
lowed us to create a master / slave based configuration in order to
facilitate four HD outputs per server,” continued Vello.

The visual content had to fall in line with the shape of the screen sur-
face, which in the case of Sound is a semi transparent metal mesh,
welded onto steel box frames around the perimeter of the club. This
dictated the creation of 3D scenes that were crafted to enhance P



www.mondodr.com

and add depth and illusory effects to the atmosphere. The content
itself takes on many forms through the use of the 3D mapping tech-
nolegy, it can be stark, minimal, geographic or organic, producing a
rather flexible system.

VJs perform live at Sound on a nightly basis. Vello explained the run-
ning of the day-to-day system: “The core of the live performances is
our EPIC server that combines generative, audio reactive synth's with
pre-rendered content in 3D space. Various geometries are selected,
lit and wrapped with video as a surface texture. The parameters of
the texture, frequency, orientation, tiing, shading and movement

are all-controllable by MIDI. We use the Akai APC-40 [performance
controller] and an Apple iPad with a OSC control surface. The great
flexibility and the fly design ability will allow the space to constantly

take on different looks throughout the operation of the club." @

4 x Funktion One Resolution 6 loudspeaker; 2 x Funktion One
Resolution 2 loudspeaker; 3 x Funktion One F315 speaker;
4 x Funktion One F221 dual 21-inch subwoofer; 4 x Funktion
One Custom Ultra subwoofer; 8 x Funktion One F101 compact
loudspeaker; 6 x MC2 Audio ES0 amplifier; 3 x MC2 Audio T1500
amplifier; 2 x MC2 Audio T3500 amplifier; 2 x MC2 Audio T2000
amplifier; 1 x MC2 Audio T1000 amplifier
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Elation Platinum Spot 5R Pro moving heads; Elation Opti Quad
Par RGBW LED fixtures; Martin Professional Atomic 3000
strobes; Acclaim Pixel Sticks; High End Systems DLV digital
lights; Benq video projectors; MA Lighting MA onPC command
wing; Madrix lighting controller software

VJ: Derivative Touch Designer visual development platform;
Adobe After Effects visual effects software; SketchUp software;
Rhino modelling software; EPIC V) performance tool; Akai APC-
40 performance controller; Apple iPad with OSC control surface
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